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of capital gains over capital losses of 
the trust are in general considered as 
amounts required to be distributed for 
the year in which they are received. 
For example, a trust instrument pro-
vides for the payment of income to A 
during her life, and upon her death for 
the payment of the corpus to B. The 
trust reports on the basis of the cal-
endar year. A dies on November 1, 1955, 
but no distribution is made to B until 
January 15, 1956. The income of the 
trust and the excess of capital gains 
over capital losses for the entire year 
1955, to the extent not paid, credited, 
or required to be distributed to A or 
A’s estate, are treated under sections 
661 and 662 as amounts required to be 
distributed to B for the year 1955. 

(d) If a trust or the administration or 
settlement of an estate is considered 
terminated under this section for Fed-
eral income tax purposes (as for in-
stance, because administration has 
been unduly prolonged), the gross in-
come, deductions, and credits of the es-
tate or trust are, subsequent to the ter-
mination, considered the gross income, 
deductions, and credits of the person or 
persons succeeding to the property of 
the estate or trust. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11814, Nov. 26, 1960; 25 FR 
14021, Dec. 31, 1960, as amended by T.D. 9032, 
67 FR 78376, Dec. 24, 2002] 
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§ 1.641(c)–1 Electing small business 
trust. 

(a) In general. An electing small busi-
ness trust (ESBT) within the meaning 
of section 1361(e) is treated as two sepa-
rate trusts for purposes of chapter 1 of 
the Internal Revenue Code. The portion 
of an ESBT that consists of stock in 
one or more S corporations is treated 
as one trust. The portion of an ESBT 
that consists of all the other assets in 
the trust is treated as a separate trust. 
The grantor or another person may be 
treated as the owner of all or a portion 
of either or both such trusts under sub-
part E, part I, subchapter J, chapter 1 
of the Internal Revenue Code. The 
ESBT is treated as a single trust for 
administrative purposes, such as hav-
ing one taxpayer identification number 
and filing one tax return. See § 1.1361– 
1(m). 

(b) Definitions—(1) Grantor portion. 
The grantor portion of an ESBT is the 
portion of the trust that is treated as 
owned by the grantor or another person 
under subpart E. 

(2) S portion. The S portion of an 
ESBT is the portion of the trust that 
consists of S corporation stock and 
that is not treated as owned by the 
grantor or another person under sub-
part E. 

(3) Non-S portion. The non-S portion 
of an ESBT is the portion of the trust 
that consists of all assets other than S 
corporation stock and that is not 
treated as owned by the grantor or an-
other person under subpart E. 

(c) Taxation of grantor portion. The 
grantor or another person who is treat-
ed as the owner of a portion of the 
ESBT includes in computing taxable 
income items of income, deductions, 
and credits against tax attributable to 
that portion of the ESBT under section 
671. 
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